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The Rev. l.ionel Ford, assistant master at Eton College, contributes a 
article on public school athletics to the volnme of 

Education (Clarendon Press), in which^he repeats the reflection “of'! 
distinguished man on the defects of his youth.” “ What J regret now “ 
said he, “ is the time I spent as a boy, not on playing games, but 

on talking about them.” Litei ature comments on the article: 

“ We know all that is to be said in favour of the strenuous cultivation of 
athletics. What is not generally recognised is that they now form the 
chief subject of general interest at a public school ; that they dominate its 
public opinion, and its moral standard ; that they drive the intellectual 
hobbies of individuals into shamefaced obscurity ; and that th^y are 
gradually killing down, for the average boy, all real interest in, all 
‘divine thirst’ for, knoA’Iedge.” 

The Spectator (June 4), discussing the social forces that make for 
distinction in America, considers, that greater than political distinction 
greater than the power of wealth, is the force of education. “ Mr. Bryce 
once said with truth, that the most respected and influential men in 
America were the College presidents. Not one Englishman in a thousand 
knows who is at the head of Oxford or Cambridge ; but the great mass of 
American people not only know who is at the head of Harvard or Columbia 
they honour him as they honour no other man save the President of 

the Republic As with the University, so with the common 

school; it is a great and powerful institution, far greater than in England. 

. . . . . If you want to find any genuine aristocracy in New England, 
in Ohio, in Minnesota, you find it in the collegiate class, in the teachers 
and officers of the Universities anJ Colleges.” This is a good omen for 
the future, and, together with the immense influence of the religious class, 
will enable the American democracy in any time of crisis to overcome the 
‘ sensual and avaricious” tendencies on which Matthew Arnold spoke so 
freely to the American people. 

\tth June , i8q8. Pater Junior. 
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Blackhkath. 


Croydon.— Names may be sent pro tem.. 


P. Rands 




Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Oxford. 

I'RURO. 

EXETER. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicester. 

Bournemouth. 

Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

Huddersfield. 

Bristol. 

Lewes. 

Dorking. 


Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


Hyde Park and Bayswaier. — Particulars of the Cricket Club for 
women and children and Natural History Club Excursions may be had 
from Mrs. Franklin, p, Pembridge Gardens, W. (at home Thursday 
mornings). 

Hampstead. ^ — On April 15th, a meeting was held at 71, Fitzjohn’s 
Avenue (by the kind invitation of Dr. and Mrs. Pidcock). The chairman, 
H. Howgrave Graham, Esq., introduced the lecturer, Dr Boulting, who 
read an extremely able paper on “ Habit and Character.’* The lecturer 
spoke of the desirability of economy in the use of the plastic energy of 
brain material ; of the physiological character of memory and its 
cultivation by association of ideas ; of “ mistakes ” as the commencement 
of pernicious habit ; of the effects of fatigue ; of the essentially reflex 
nature of brain processes, and of “ will ” as the expression of habit. This 
most interesting paper will shortly appear in the Parents' Review , — The 
last meeting of the session was held on May 24th, at University College 
Preparatory School (by the kind permission of the headmaster, C. 
bimmons. Esq.) The chair was taken by C. E. Rice, Esq., the headmaster 
of the King Alfred School. A most enjoyable talk, “ Eyes and no Eyes 
on Hampstead Heath,” was given by the Rev. J. Kirkman, Vicar of 
St. Saviour’s Church. The attendance was large. 

Forest Hill.— There was a larj^e attendance on May 9th, at the 
Manor House, to hear Mrs. Steinthal, who kindly came down to lecture 
upon “ Art in the Nursery.” The chair was taken by the hostess, Mrs. ]. 
^ray, who was supported by Miss Pound and the Rev. A. F. R. Bird, and 
others.— On June 7th, the Rev. Jeffery Johnstone gave an altogether 
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admirable paper at his own residence upon •; The religious training'^ 
children ” ; under the chairmanship of Dr. Laing-Gordon. The lecturer 
dwelt upon the mutual dependence of secular and religious education, and 
pointed outliow necessary religion is for the building up of character. He 
emphasized the fact that parents are the proper educators in religious 
matters, and urged that such education should be begun earjy-that the 
child should be educated into the kingdom of God at the mother’s knee 
rather than that a so-called conversion should be necessary in later life’ 
An interesting discussion followed, in which Miss Pound, Miss Cocks, and 
others took part. The Hon. Sec. announced that the membership was 3, 
and that 17 members were present at the conversazione in the Portmaii 
Rooms, held during the Conference week. 


RICHJIOND AND Kfav.— Mrs Steinthal’s demonstration of Brush 
Painting, on May 5th, was very much appreciated, and in spite of a wet 
day a good number came to hear her. Not the least interesting result of 
the afternoon was the opportunity it afforded of showing the work Miss 
Betterton had already done amongst the children of Kew, work which Mrs 
Steinthal heartily commended. — The last lecture of this Session was held 
at Mrs. Book’s, West Lodge, Kew Gardens, on June 29th, Mrs. Corrie 
Grant in the chair, when Mrs. Carrol Kelsey (Lecturer for the L C C ) 
spoke on “ Hygienic dress for children.” 

Chichester.— A Natural History Section has been begun, and two 
lectures have already been given by the Rev. R. J. Burdon, on ‘‘ Botany.” 
These have been fairly well attended by our young people, and are proving 
more and more interesting. Mr. Burdon is so well up in his subject, that his 
lectures would be both interesting and instructive to our older members if 
they could only attend them. Mrs. Deane, by whose kindness the lectures 

are given in the Residentiary, would gladly welcome such additions to our 
meetings. 


Folkestone.— An interesting lecture was given by Mrs. Steinthal, on 

Tif^ ’r ’ Gardens (by kind permission of Miss Adolphus), 

fhe subject of the lecture was ” Art in the nursery.” The President and 
all those present were delighted with the address. Mrs. Steinthal shewed 
The^hn'Tv a- wonderfully executed by very young children.— 

postnL^S n. connection with the P.N.e'u. has had to be 

postponed till next session. 
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P.N.E.U. CONFERENCE, 1898. 

(Continued from page 466^. 

ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE, May nth, at 8.30. 
At Portman Rooms. 

Sir George Kekewich, K.C.B., occupied the chair, and 
said he had great pleasure in coming to introduce Canon 
Lyttelton. He was glad to feel that the P.N.E.U. had been 
successful, and that that success was continuing. He thought 
that there were two principal reasons for this. The first was 
that we were growing more and more to regard education 
from the child’s stand-point. As the Head of the Department 
dealing with this, he had felt that we were coming to a 
broader and more humane view of education, and were 
realising that the object of education was not to cram a 
child with so-called knowledge, but to form character. The 
child could only learn to learn ; education was a means to 
education. It was a long if not an endless ladder, and we 
had to give children the desire to climb it. In his opinion 
intelligence would give the desire, and character the strength 
to do it,. [Applause]. We were becoming a more education- 
loving people. Another cause was the higher education of 
women. The mother was the chief educator of children, and 
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